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Proposal: 

ISAF Regulation 17.4.10 should be amended to read: 

 
17.4.10  The Classes for the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship are: 
 

Boy’s One Person Dinghy - Laser Radial 
Girl’s One Person Dinghy - Laser Radial or Byte 
Boy’s Two Person Dinghy - 420 or 29er 
Girl’s Two Person Dinghy - 420 or 29er 
Boy’s Windsurfer - RS:X with the 8.5m rig 
Girl’s Windsurfer - RS:X with the 8.5m rig 
Open Multihull - Hobie 16 with spinnaker or Sirena SL16 

 
Pursuant to Regulation 17.1.2, no class shall remain on the approved list for more 
than four years without obtaining ISAF Class status. 

 

Current Position: 

As above  

 

Reason: 

Equipment for the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship should be widely 
available in order for young athletes to practice on the equipment that they are to use 
at the event. If is not widely available some athletes will be at a disadvantage. This is 
particularly the case with technical equipment such as the catamaran.  

Developed nations will spend money in an effort to allow their athletes to train and 
compete on the equipment before the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship. 
However, this increases costs and significantly disadvantages countries that cannot 
afford the additional expense. 

It is clear from the background provided below that the SL16 Catamaran is not widely 
sailed around the world. The Class did not secure Recognised Status, the lowest 
requirement for ISAF endorsement, until May 2007. It took a year and half from the 
time of the initial application for the boat to meet the requirements of ISAF Regulation 
26 dealing with spread of boats around the world.  It is understood that whilst a 
number of boats do exist in some countries, they are not actively sailed. 

The SL16 should be removed from the list in ISAF Regulation 17.4.10 until such time 
as the Class has grown and the boat is more widely sailed.  



Background: 

ADOPTION OF THE SL16 

In 2003 ISAF staged an Evaluation Trial for Youth Multihull equipment. 

In November 2004 the minutes of the Sailing Committee record that: 

The Committee received an update and noted that the short-listed five designs from the 
Evaluation Event in October 2003 had been reduced down to two designs, Hobie Max 
and SL16. The intention is continue discussions with both groups before making a 
recommendation to the Mid-Year Council meeting in May 2005. 

In May 2005 the Events Committee received a progress report from the Chairman of 
the Youth Championship Sub-committee who reported: 

The report from the Working Party dealing with the Trials for a new multihull was 
received and the recommendation for the SL 16 was supported by the Sub 
committee. There are some concerns regarding the process and timing of 
introduction to the Championship, especially pending the recognition and ISAF Class, 
which is a requirement for selection for the Youth Championship. 

No references can be found in the Council Minutes from either May 2005 or 
November 2005 regarding any resolution to adopt of the SL16 as a Class for 
inclusion at the ISAFYouth Sailing World Championship. However, Regulation 
17.4.10 was amended following the Council Meeting in November 2005, adding the 
SL16 as possible multihull equipment. 

ISAF Regulation 17.1 specified that only ISAF Classes can be used at ISAF Events. 
Whilst on the list as possible equipment, the SL16 could still not be used. In May 
2006, ISAF Regulation 17.1 was amended, adding 17.1.2 as follows:  

“Notwithstanding Regulation 17.1, the Council may approve the selection of a non-
ISAF Class boat that has been recommended as a result of an ISAF Equipment 
Evaluation.” 

The following wording was also added to regulation 17.4.10: 

“Pursuant to Regulation 17.1.2, no class shall remain on the approved list for more 
than four years without obtaining ISAF Class status.”  

These changes to ISAF Regulations were made retrospectively to allow the SL16, 
recommended as a result of an ISAF Equipment Evaluation, to be used at an ISAF 
Event without meeting the requirements for ISAF Recognised status.  

In November 2006 the Events Committee agreed that: 

Based on a proposal from the 2008 Event Organising Committee and the host MNA, 
it is recommended that the SL16 is chosen as the equipment for the multihull 
discipline for the 2008 ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship. 

Note: The equipment for the other disciplines has already been decided in May 2006. 

The SL16 was used at the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship in Aarhus, 
Denmark, in July 2008. 

 



SL16 RECOGNISED CLASS STATUS 

In November 2005 the SL16 Class sought Recognised status. After considering 
submission 036-05 the Equipment Committee recommended: 

The Equipment Committee recommendation is to reject the submission on the 
basis that the national distribution requirements have not been fulfilled. 

The Equipment Committee considered the submission for Recognised status again in 
May 2006 when:  

The Committee reviewed submission 036-05 and a status update from the Didier 
Chaussoniere. In addition to the existing fleet in France, it was reported that there are 
now nine SL 16 owners in the UK. In the USA, Performance Catamarans have 
contracted to be the licensed builder and plan to have the first 20 boats racing by 
mid-July. 

Recommendation 

The Equipment Committee recommendation is to reject the submission on the 
basis that the national distribution requirements have not been fulfilled. 

The Equipment Committee addressed the deferred submission again in November 
2006 when: 

The deferred submission from the SL 16 Class applying for Recognised status was 
received. Didier Chaussonniere speaking on behalf of the class reported that there 
were more 20 boats actively racing in FRA and GBR. Information from USA was 
presented for verification. 

Recommendation to Council: Approve. Subject to satisfactory confirmation of 
conforming to Regulation 26 before the Council meeting. (Note after the 
meeting the information from USA was not deemed to meet the ISAF 
regulations) – Recommend Defer. 

The matter as considered by Council.  It is recorded that: 

Around the table, the Chairman of the Equipment Committee advised that the 
Equipment Committee would now like to change their recommendation to reject as 
the SL16 has not satisfied the requirements of Regulation 26. 

The submission for Recognised status was again rejected. 

Finally in May 2007 the Equipment Committee were able to recommend as follows: 

The deferred submission from the SL 16 Class applying for Recognised status was 
reviewed. At the previous meeting it was noted that there were more 20 boats 
actively racing in FRA and GBR. The Committee received additional supporting 
information from Art Stevens Chairman of the US Sailing Youth Multihull 
Championship and accepted that the class now meets the requirements in the USA. 

Recommendation to Council:  

The Equipment Committee recommend that Recognised Status is granted to 
the SL16 Class catamaran. 

 


